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The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle  
By: Leslie Connor  
 
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he 
can barely read or write. Mason’s learning disabilities are compounded by grief. 
Fifteen months ago, Mason’s best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in 
the Buttle family’s orchard. An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as 
the day is long, can’t understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t believe the story 
Mason has told about that day. 
 
Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by 
the other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an underground haven for 
themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself in trouble again. 
He’s desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin and, eventually, Benny. 
But will anyone believe him? (Harper Collins)  

 
 
Flora & Ulysses 
By: Kate DiCamillo  
 
It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has 
unexpected consequences. 
 
The squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but self-described cynic 
Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue of the comic book Terrible 
Things Can Happen to You!, is the just the right person to step in and save him. 
What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born anew, with 
powers of strength, flight, and misspelled poetry—and that Flora will be 
changed too, as she discovers the possibility of hope and the promise of a 
capacious heart. (Kate DiCamillo)  
 
 
The Night Diary 
By: Veera Hiranandani 
 
In1947,India is newly independent of British rule, separated into two 
countries: Pakistan and India. The divide creates tension between 
Hindus and Muslims, with hundreds of thousands killed crossing borders. 
 
Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn’t know where she 
belongs. When Papa decides it’s too dangerous to stay in what is now 
Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by 
train and later on foot to reach her new home. The journey is long, 
difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha 
can’t imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has been 
ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back 
together. (Penguin Random House)  



 
 
A Wrinkle in Time  
By: Madeleine L’Engle  
 
A Wrinkle in Time, winner of the Newbery Medal in 1963, is the story of 
the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin 
O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high 
school). They are in search of Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared 
while engaged in secret work for the government on the tesseract 
problem. (Amazon.com)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Merci Suarez Changes Gears  
By: Meg Medina  
 
Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no 
idea just how different. For starters, Merci has never been like the other 
kids at her private school in Florida, because she and her older brother, 
Roli, are scholarship students. They don’t have a big house or a fancy 
boat, and they have to do extra community service to make up for their 
free tuition. So when bossy Edna Santos sets her sights on the new boy 
who happens to be Merci’s school-assigned Sunshine Buddy, Merci 
becomes the target of Edna’s jealousy. . . . In a coming-of-age tale full 
of humor and wisdom, award-winning author Meg Medina gets to the 
heart of the confusion and constant change that defines middle school 
— and the steadfast connection that defines family. (Penguin Random 
House)  

 

 
Ghost 
By: Jason Reynolds  
 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds 
with personalities that are explosive when they clash. But they are also 
four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that 
could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts 
together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, 
not only to each other, but to themselves. (Simon & Schuster)  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
The Beloved World of Sonia Sotomayor 
By: Sonia Sotomayor 
Sonia Sotomayor was just a girl when she dared to dream big. Her dream? To 
become a lawyer and a judge even though she’d never met one of either, and 
none lived in her neighborhood. 
Sonia did not let the hardships of her background—which included growing up in 
the rough housing projects of New York City’s South Bronx, dealing with juvenile 
diabetes, coping with parents who argued and fought personal demons, and 
worrying about money—stand in her way. Always, she believed in herself. Her 
determination, along with guidance from generous mentors and the unwavering 
love of her extended Puerto Rican family, propelled her ever forward. Eventually, 
all of Sonia’s hard work led to her appointment as an Associate Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court in 2009, a role that she has held ever since. 
(Penguin Random House)  

 
 
 
Bad Island  
By: Doug TenNapel  
 
When Reese is forced to go on a boating trip with his family, the last thing 
he expects is to be shipwrecked on an island-especially one teeming with 
weird plants and animals. But what starts out as simply a bad vacation 
turns into a terrible one, as the castaways must find a way to escape while 
dodging the island's dangerous inhabitants. With few resources and a 
mysterious entity on the hunt, each secret unlocked could save them . . . or 
spell their doom. One thing Reese knows for sure: This is one Bad Island. 
(Amazon.com) 
 
 

 
 


